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latter the French name has been taken instead of a Greek word.
It appears, then, to be the opinion of Lord William Russell, that this second class of public men in Prussia are animated by a desire to see the general policy of their country rendered more national and independent than it has hitherto been ; that for this purpose they were desirous of urging on the Government to take its stand against foreign influence upon some point or other, not much caring what that point might be ; that they thought it would be difficult to choose a political question, because on such a question the King of Prussia might be against them, and that consequently they chose a religious question, on. which they knew they should have the King with them ; and that accordingly they led the Government on to a quarrel with the Court of Rome, and with the Catholic or Austrian party in Germany, more with a view to place Prussia in an independent national position than from any particular importance which they attached to the question itself upon which the rupture was to be effected.
Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
21s( March 1838.
Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty. The House sate until half-past eleven last night. Lord Stanhope1 made a long declamatory speech, very violent, but having in it nothing defined or specific, and was answered by Lord Brougham in a most able and triumphant defence and maintenance of the late Act for Amending the Laws for the Relief of the Poor.2
Lord Melbourne was very sorry to be prevented from waiting upon your Majesty. He is very grateful for your Majesty's enquiries, and feels very well this morning. . . .
Lord Minto 3 told Lord Melbourne last night to acquaint your Majesty that Lord Amelius Beauclerck/ your Majesty's
1  Philip Henry, fourth Earl.
2  Before 1834 a great source of public abuse was the out-door relief given to able-bodied paupers, either in kind or money.   The Act of that year was based on the principle that no one must perish through the want of the bare necessities of life.   Poor Law Commissioners were established, England was divided into Districts, and the Districts into Unions.   Out-door relief was to be given, on the order of two justices., to poor persons wholly unable, from age or infirmity, to work.    But there was much opposition to the new law;  it was considered a grievance that old couples were refused relief at home, and that the sexes must be separated at the workhouse, to which the name of " Bastille " began to be attached.   In Devonshire it was even believed that the bread distributed by the relieving officers was mixed with poisonous ingredients.
3  The First Lord of the Admiralty.
4  A. son of the eighth Duke of St Albans.